
ECA PLAYER RELEASE ANALYSIS 
AFC ASIAN CUP 2015

NUMBER AND %  
OF PLAYERS 
REGISTERED WITH 
EUROPEAN CLUBS

TOTAL NUMBER OF 
CLUBS RELEASING 
PLAYERS

367
players released in total

18
players were released from 
ECA Member Clubs (5%)

48
players out 
of 367 were 
released from 
European clubs  

(13.1%)

EUROPEAN CLUBS RELEASING 
MORE THAN ONE PLAYER

EUROPEAN CLUB REPRESENTATION IN PARTICIPATING 
NATIONAL TEAMS

ORIGIN OF EUROPEAN CLUBS 
RELEASING PLAYERS (BY COUNTRY)

ORIGIN OF CLUBS RELEASING 
PLAYERS (BY CONFEDERATION)

Club Country Players

1.FSV Mainz 05 Germany 3

Swindon Town FC England 2

Bayer 04 Leverkusen Germany 2

Borussia Dortmund Germany 2

Eintracht Frankfurt Germany 2

Club Atletico Osasuna Spain 2

Country Clubs Players

Germany 8 13

England 8 9

Netherlands 4 4

Russia 4 4

Belgium 3 3

Italy 2 2

Spain 1 2

Sweden 2 2

Al Shorta SC (Iraq) and Qadsia SC (Kuwait) are the two 
clubs releasing most players, with 10 players each 34 players are registered with 12 clubs from Qatar

Country Clubs Players

Switzerland 2 2

Turkey 2 2

Kazakhstan 1 1

Poland 1 1

Portugal 1 1

Slovenia 1 1

Ukraine 1 1

2015  

48 (13.1%)

2015  

41

2011 

51 (13.9%)

2011 

47

COMPARISONS WITH AFC 
ASIAN CUP 2011

Number and % of players 
registered with European clubs

Total number of European 
clubs releasing players
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10/23JAPAN

13/23AUSTRALIA

15
ECA Member Clubs are 
releasing players (8.8%)

171
clubs are involved in 
releasing players

41 are European clubs 
from UEFA Member 
Associations  

(24%)
74.2%  
AFC127

0.6%  
CAF

1.2%  
CONCACAF
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